318               CONSIDERATIONS OT7 THE

the goiftashtas and officers of the factories; Ire
must either flee the country or steal, to en-
able him- to find subsistence. Attachment
to his native village, perhaps the strongest
principle in the Bengalee character, induces
him rather to become a thief in his own
country, than to flee to another where he has
but little chance of success. This is no ex-
aggerated picture j I have frequently seen it
realised*

We are here, certainly, treading on very
delicate ground; in getting-on the grand
question of the zemindaree tenures of In-
dia, which has been so often and so keen-
ly discussed. I have no wish to enter into
a long detail, or to weigh the merits of the
arguments brought forward on both sides of
tliis question j but, in mentioning effects, it
is difficult entirely to separate them from
their causes, and there is perhaps no impro-
priety in stating an opinion regarding an ar-
rangement which is nowdecisive. For if it is
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